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punt. 58, 


TheAthenian Mercury. 


Queit. 1. se Difpute between Mi- 
chael the Arch-Angel, and 


the Devil concerning the Body of Moles; What 
arethe Conjectures of te Learned on that -?f- 
fair? 

Anfw. The place where this paflage is 
found in the ninth of St Jade— “ Thete 
“© fpeak evil of Dignities, yet Michael the 
“* Archangel when contending with the De- 
vil he difputed about the Body of 4o/es, 
** durit not bring againit him a railing accu- 
“ fation, but faid, The Lord rebuke thee — 
Which words are plainly an enlargement or 
kind of Commentary on thofe in the fe- 
cond of St. Perer 2. 10,11. They argesot a- 
“ fraid to {peak evil of Dignities — where- 
“ as Angels which are greater in Power and 
“ Might,bring not railing accufations againft 
“ them before the Lord— ‘ndjhere we mutt 
firft enquire who Adichael the Archangel is, 
and fecondly, what is intended by the. Bo- 
dy of 4-ofes, and the Difpure between the 
Devil and the Archangel concerning it. By 
Michael the Archangel {ome underftand Cur 
Saviour, who is calld an Angel in feveral 
places in the Old Tetlament, and as fome 
fay particularly in the third of Zechariah, 
which many chink ishere alluded to: O- 
thers underftand ic of a Created Angel, a 
Chief, or Archangel, one of the higheft Or- 
der, nay, Head of that Order, ( Atichael 
fought andhis Angels ). for that there are 
ciftinét Ranks among thofe Blefled Spirits 
was the Judgment of all Antiquity, and will 
be made good in the Anfwer to the next 
Queition. Now that it was a Created An. 
gel here mentioned, we are inclin’d tothink 
for feveral Reafons. Firft, Becaufe Chriff 
and the “rchangel are diftinguif'd both in’ 
the Old Teitament and New. In the Old 
tis hardly to be doubted but chat Daniel 
{peaks of two diltin@ Perfons in chat A4- 
chael the rince, and that Mejfiab that was 
to be cut off, which he mentions; but it's 
yet made plain in the N..T.. See 1 Thef. 

416. ine Lord fhall defcend from Heaven 
with afhour, with the voice of the Archangel, 
and withthe lrump of God, &c. and'2 Thef. 
1,7. The Lord Fe/us fhalbe reveal'd from 
Heaven with his Mighty Angels, which may 
well refer to the Archangels. He that thall be 
reveal d with the Angels, withthe Archangel, 
can’t be” hin felf that Archangel, or any.of 
thofe Angels. Our fecond Argument. is 
from rhe fame paflage mentioned in St. Pe- 
ter, asquoted above ; this whole Epiftle of 
St. Jude, as appears plainly to any who but 
cafts his Eye upon’t, being an Abridgment 
of the fecond of St. Peter, though in this 

lace rather an Eniargement thereof. “ The 

* Angels, {faith St. Peter, being greater 1m 
“ power and might bring not railing Accufa- 
“tions. Had ic been Cérift, the Argument 


wou'd have run higher, he being greater 
than the Ange/s, above all Principalities avd 
Powers; nor are we tothink the #/pired Ans 
thor wound have omitted what wou’'d have 
added fo much more force to his Argument. 
The Angels, that is, 44ichael and his Angels, 
( for they were all feven prefent at this dif- 
pure in the Temple, See Zech. 3. us, ) 
“ though greater in power and might, bring not 
** railing accu/ations againit them before the 
** Lord. Greater than whom, againft whom, 
greater than thole Dignities, and again{P 
them; and who thole Digwiries are St. Ynde 
tells us (compar'd with the Apocalypfe ) 
Satan, or the Dragon atid bis ingels, thole 
nor urnpt jeces wwne lus ‘fe ai@yos ‘|x'}s ( wheréof 
formerly ) Rulers of the darknefs of this 
World, Princes of this World, who by the 
Fall of Man obrain’d a {fad Dominion over 
the World,whofe Thrones are in the Hearts 
of the Children of Difobedience. Thefe 
are Dignities and Powers certainly de F.aio 
only, yer againit chefe for that realon be- 


caufe permitted by God to: Lord it here’ - 


the Archange! himfelf: did -not, nay dared, 
not bring a railing accufation, - OFI4) 
Thus much for Michael, now for the fe- 
cond difficulty, rhe Body. of Motes. - The* 
Interpretation which at firfttight teems moft 
eafie and probable, is; that this diipute was 
between en concerning the divulging the 
place of Moféshis Burial, which was Kept 
fecret’ by God, as Deut. 34. 6. the Devil 
being willing to diftover bis Body on pur- 
pofe to make the Jews Idolize it; the fame ; 
way he firft brought Idolatry, both into the. 
Heathen tid Chriftian-World, and Michael 
refitting him in his Artempr, which borh¢he 
Apoftles might have by Tradicion, confirm'd 
and guided by In/pirarion, (as Mofes hunfelf: 
alfo wrote) Or perhaps out of Sanbook: 
of the Jewsthen extant, which might relate: 
it, they having undoubtedly many which: 
were not Canonical, tho the Holy Spine 
might dire thele ~poftles co what Was true- 
therein, if ashere neceflary ¢o their prefent 
Argument. “And fuch a Book is mentioned: 
by Grotiueand others of the Moderns, nay, 
even by Omgenand Epiphanius; if not moré 
of the Ancientsjunder. the Name of "Ardandig 
or the Affumprion of Mofes.--And of this Qu: 
pinion are Effins, Grorius, Vorjlius, and mokt 
other Conimentacors : Nay, fo confident 
in ic thac they give ic wiclvan band-dubie, un- 
doubtedly, a me of’em it: muft refer to: 
that caah Deuteronomy. But yet. the ‘o~ 
ther fide areas confident as'they, and. both! 
the Learned Fusins,; and our own ‘excellent 
Dr. Hamond ‘tell’ us. chitit’ does: Indubie 
( full as good as baud=dubie ) refer to Zech. 
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Febovah, very probably: this. ne hath 


fince one of the Seven, as before. “‘ The 
“Lord rebuke thee O Satan, @c. But 
{till here’s nothing concerning the Body of 
Mofes, nor o'tother fide is there any thing 
of this difpare, where we read of his Burial; 
fomeching therefore muft be /upply’d in one 
place, and why not rather bere than there, 
fince fo many other Circumftances meet ? 
The Body of Mofes therefore thefe two great 
Men take in a Figurative Sence, for the Tem- 
ple at Ferufalem then Rebuilding, and the 
Worfip of God then about to be reftor'd, 
which Satan no doubt wou’d have 4inder’d, 
{tanding to refift Fofbua, and which is call’d, 
“The Body of the Jews in the Maccabees, and 
may as fitly be che Body of Mofes, becaufe 
depending on Mofes as the Head or Legifla- 
tor, (we are Mofes his Difciples fay the 
Pharifees.) Nor is this fence of the words 
without a prefident, as harfh as it may at 
firft found, for exaétly after the fame Scheme 
or manner of Speech we find in the N.T. the 
Chr. Church, or Chriftians gathered together 
to the worthip of Chrife who is their Law- 
giver,and Inftituced their worthip, are call'd, 
The Body of Chrift, as-on the other fide the 
Body of Chrift is calleda Temple, and our 
Bodies the Zemples of the Holy Ghoft, and 
this latter Opinion is in our Judgment che 
more probable of the two, leaving: others 
. totheir own Thoughts in this matter, | 

Queft, What we are to think of St. Denis the 
Areopagites opinion concerning the Hierarchy, 
of Angels which be divides into mine Orders—- 
whether there's any thing in it, or we are to 
fuppofe a perfed equality between em? 

Anfw. For that Dem: whofe works we 
now have, we are not very fure he was a 
Saint; but we are certain he was not the 
Areopagite, aad for his nine Orders, or 
Trinal Triplicity, as Spencer calls ‘em, they 
are more fit for Poetry than Divinity, fince 
there’s nothing of certainty, nor ( much 
asany fair or tolerable probability for ‘em 
inthe H. Scriptures, and whence elfe fhou’d 
we know any thing of ’em, fince meer rea- 
fon only tells us that they may be,..but can 
never without help demonftrate fo much 
as their real exiftence, much lefS their quali- 
tiesand orders. That whichthis 4an of 
myftery whoever he was, pretends to found 
his Doétrine upon, is no more than the 
mentioning thofe nine words.in. the. Scrip- 
ture relating to Angels; and no more than 
bare mentioning moft of ’em, namely 
Cherubims, Seraphims, Thrones, Powers, 
Hofts, Dominions, Principalities, Angels, 
and Archangels——of whom he gives us 
as exact a p A as Mabomet himfelf 
does of thofe Angels who had: one Horn 


Snow and the other Fire—and perhaps for — 


the moft part one asauthencick. as che other 
~eHis intention feeming only to be, that 
he’d be thought toknow more than al! the 
reft'of che World,co attain which he tow’r’d 
fovhigh that he: loft both himfelf and fence 
and truth and all. Buc not thinking it worth 
the while to follow-him-in his Dreams, we 
ens obferve, with the great Groriss, 
thar. chefe names feem.to be broughs with 
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the Jews from the Perfian Empire—Thus 
much however, we fhall obferve from ’em, 
that there certainly is an Order, a Govern- 
ment, 2 Hierarchy among ’em, thefe Blef{- 
ed Spirits which we think very clear from 
Sacred Scripture ; and even that particular 
Angels prefide at leaft over particular 
Countries, and the Archangels over the 
affairs of the Church. That fome of ’em 
prefide over particular Kingdoms, or 
Empires, feems plain from the Prophecy 
of Daniel, where the Angel that fpake un- 
to him mentions the Prince of Perfia, the 
Prince of Grecia, and both thefe Angels as 
well as Atichael ove of the chief Princes im- 
mediatly after nam’d or “ichae/your Prince 
—The Guardian of the Jews, at rhat time 
the only Church of God, as afrerwards of 
the Chriftian Church, for which *<ichzel 
fought and his Angels, as we read in che 
Apocalyps. Now where ever there are Princi- 
palities,nay Princes, there muft as certainly 
be fome Order, fome in Subjection, as the 
Relate do’s infer'the Correlate, the Father 
the Som Further, and what elfe is the 
meaning of fo many expreffions founding 
this way fo fairly in theH. Scripture what 
1S 2 mighty flrong Angels, Revelation,—but an 
Archangel? Whofe Number our Charch 
alfo holds to be more than ove, as well as 
their Order diftinét from the ordinary An- 
gels. For thus the exprefles her felf in thar 
Seraphical Hymn at the Communion — 
Therefore with Angelsand Arch-Angels, 
Ce. That this was the Opinion of the jewith 
Church, we may Jearn from the Hiftory of 
Tobit I am Raphael {ays Azariah there, one of 
the feven Angels which ftand and mini(ter 
before the Holy One. So their very num- 
ber exprefs—In this Apocrypha, fo fay many, 
was the Book whence both st. ‘eter and 
Fude quote their Hiftory, as before.yer that 
was certainly true, and fo may this- Nay, 
there's more than a probabiliry on’t, for the 
Canonical Scripture confirms it-—See Zech. 
4.10,12. * Thofe fever are the Eyes of the 
* Lord,which run to and fro thro’ the who! 

: ro the whole 
‘Earth 5 relating to che feven Lamps of the 
Candleftick in the Temple, by which the 
feven Angels were figur d, and which were 
alfo mentioned, cap. 3. v. 9, as all of’em 
aflifting at che Foundation of the Temple— 
Upon one Stone thall be feven Eyes. ‘ The 
‘ Angels, fays Philo, being the Eyes of the 
| great King. The Eyes of the Lord, fays Ha- 
mam the Seer to King 4/2, 2 Chron. 16.9. 
‘Fun to and fro thro’ the whole Earth, to 
‘fhew themfelves {trong in the behalf of 

thofe whofe hearts are perfed towards him. 
So the very expreffion ufed here by Ze- 
chary——But ‘as much is {aid more than 
once in the New Teftament, where are 
mentioned, Rev. 1. The /even Spirits before 
the Throne of God—But if that be doubrful, 
(tho’ it cannot be meant of the H. Ghoft, 
who is God himfelf, and therefore in the 
Throne, not before it.See cap. 4. and 5.‘ There 
; were feven Lamps of Fire burning before 
: the Throne, and thefe are the {even Spi- 
rits of God—alluding ‘plainly to che place 
already 
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already quoted out of Zechary, to which if 
we add the 6ch of Rev. and 7th. ‘ The Lamb 
had feven Eyes, which are the feven Spi- 
_ tits of God, tent forth into all the Earth— 
_ agreeing to the defcription of the Angels 
in St. Paul, that they are miniftring Spirits, 
fent forth to minifter to thofe who {hould 
“ be Heirs of Salvation— All Minifters,tho" 
fome t pheggeas others fubordinate. Now, 
fhould we make al] this nothing but Figure 
and Myftery? {hould we interpret thete fe- 
ven Spirits feven Powers, or Gifts fent 
forth to thew themfelves ftrong,c*c. Befides 
that, ’twould hardly be fenfe, at leaft very 
harfh,there’s a much greater inconvenience ; 
for the Hobbifls and others, who deny any 
fuch ching as the Exiftence of Angels, ¢al- 
ling ’°em only Powers, or Virtues, would 
interpret all other places of Scripture where 
they are mentioned in the {ame manner,and 
as it feems with the fame probability of 
Reafon—Nay, make the Holy Ghoft ir felt 
no more than the Porer of God, as is aflerted 
by fome blafphemous Hereticks. We'll 
add but one Text more, and then conclude 
this Anfiwer— ’Tis in Rev. 8. 2.&c. And I 
*“faw the feven Angels which ftood before 
© God (no doubr.the fame before defcribed) 
“and tothem were given feven Trumpets, 
“and the feven Angels which had the feven 
* Trumpets, prepared themfelves to found, 
“and the firft Angel founded,cc. and fo on 
of all che reft—Now it’s hence plain, .that 
thefle /even Spirits were feven Angels, that 
the feven Eyes were the fame, and that all 
thefe were diftinét from each other. 
Having occafion giver us by feveral Que- 
ftions fent us to difcourfe of che Sect of 
Quakers (if that ben't their name, we'd fain 
know what’tis) tho’ we advanced nothing 
concerning ’em but what we were fatished 
was Truth, yet fome of ’em are, it feems,fo 
extreamly difpleafed ac it, chat inftead of 
turning the other Cheek. as well as refufing 
Oaths,thole unpaffionate People have exprefled 
their refentments very warmly in a familiar 
Epiftle which in the name of their No— 
Churches is fent unto us. With big threat- 
nings chat if we take no notice on it,and we 
fuppofe, do penance by acknowledging our 
Faults, the Verbatim of the Letter is to be 
printed (take their own pretty phrafe) and 
the Athenians {wing’d off in the face of the 
World.— But left the reader {hould injure 
himfelf wich too eager expectation; we 
muft ask Jeave to foreital our angry Friend 
a little, and produce fome Paragraphs of 
the Letter before they print it all them- 
felves.—It begins chus 5 
Athenians—® At and fince your appear- 
“ing inthe World by that name, your re- 
“neared Proteftations of Chriftian candor 
‘“ and modefty in anfwering fuch queftions 
“ as were fit to be anfwer’d,and total filence 
“ in fuch as were not, didmake the inge- 
“nious of either Sex however diftinguitht 
“C Brethren & Sifters, or other wife willing 
“ to further what might be of Service to the 
“ publick, but your notorious preverications 
* fas been fuch, and fufficiently fhewn (we 
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“ can’t make better fence on’t) that whac 
; was intended for your encouragment and 
‘others fervice, you have made ule of as 
“a ladder to climb higher than others, 
“ whereby you might have your hateful op- 
“portunity of abuling what and whom{oe- 
“ ver agrees not with you,and that by afper- 
 fions fo grofS and falfe,that it needs not che 
** iadgment of an Athenian to unvail you. 
And aftera great deal more of the fame, 
he infifts on our abufing his party imfeve- 
ral of our Papers, In Vol. 3. Nu. 3. Qu: 6: 
where we fay chat none but filly Euthutiafts 
now take our Saviours words about fiear- 
ing in that exprefs literal fenfe they feem to 
bear—and Number ‘23. Queft. 4. Where 
the Quaker is found among Muggletonians, 
ec. Anda touch at their opmions—but 
chiefly Vol. 4. Number 30. Where the 
Parallel is made between him and the Pa- 
pift, and feveral very ill things laid to his 
charge, which our Epiftolizer dos utterly 
deny, declaring fuch our aflertions to be 
falfe, f{Candalous and AZalitious (tho’ all his 
Light within can never prove the laft) what 
e’re he might pretend to the other Epithets, 
requiring us to make our aflértions good,or 
to be accounted what he’s pleafed to fay we 
truly are, the worft of Incendiaries, accu- 
fing usalfo for falling from che very forms 
of Civility and Charity in falfy belying and 
accufing our neighbours, or elfe we mutt 
look to be expofed, and our falihood and 
bafenefs detected in. every particular, cc. 
Here’s a great deal of Heat and anger, 
which we with may not argue Gui/e rather 
than Jynocency, and another {pirit rather than 
that of our Saviour. If we have wrong'd 
that party or any other, let em prove we 
have done fo, and we will not only profefs 
our felves ready to make them publick fa- 
tisfaction, but {hall be extreamly glad to 
find our felves fo happily miftaken. Bur 
weare too confident we are not fo inthe 
prefent cafe,and if they have liberty to make 
Profelytes, we hope we may have as much 
to endeavour to preferve thofe who are of 
our Communion by fhewing them what 
principles chey really hold, if we may cruft 
either our Eyes or Ears, tho’ they are nor, 
it feems, publickly owned by thems and this 
in anfwer to fach Queftions as are propo- 
fed to us by thofe who may be,perhaps,more 
concern’d than we were aware of. For their 
threatning to expofe us, and defend them- 
felves, unlefs we make our former Afler- 
tions good, we {hall be very glad to fee ic 
done, that we may once know what they 
believe, for which very reafon we'll defer 
our proof of what we have formerly aflert- 
ed, as well as to take altogether the force 
of their Opinion; only the following Que- 
ftions, we defire em pofitively to ao{wer 
in their intended Paper , otherwife the 
worft will be taken pro confeffo. 1. Whe- 
ther they all do generally own the Scrip- 
tures to be the Word of God? 2. Whether 
they own Jefus Chrift to have been God 
equal with the Father from all Erernity ? 
3. Whether they own the Holy Spirit ree 
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God, and that in the Holy Trinity there are 
three Perfons and one bleffed for 
ever—4. Whether they hold their boafted 
Light within, to be this very Third Per- 
fon, or only their own Natural Reafon? 
5. Whether they partake of either of the 
Sacraments in their Congregations, or whe- 
ther they do not abfolutely neglect both 
Baptifn aad the Supper of the Lord? 
6. Whether they believe Angels, or any Im- 
material Spirits befides the Soul of Man ? 
7. Whether they believe the Exiftence of 
the Soul after Death, and the Refurrection 
of the Rody and Re-union of the Soul 
thereunto at the Day of Judgment ? 8.Who 
was their firft Founder ? 9. Did they Quake 
and Tremble or no when they firft came 
into England, and the reafon thereof ? 
10. Where we may find their Creed, or an 
account of their Religion? and whether ’tis 
not altered in fevera! particulars fince their 
Rife, tho’ but of fo few years ftanding ? 
This, if they are Chriftians, they cannot de- 
ny, for all are to give a Reafonof their 
Faith, when demanded— Thefe things we 
expe to fee anfwered pofitively and cate- 
gorically, not with any equivocating Jefui- 
tith Tricks and Evations, left we fhould the 
more fufpeét their Original from that fide 
of the Water—Al! the fore-mentioned Ar- 
ticles we expect to fee cleared, not from 
their own words, but the Teftimonies of 
their Authentick Writers—which when 
done to {atisfaétion, ahd they have prov’d 
themfelves Chriftians, we thall be very rea- 
dy to acknowledge our miftakes, and call 
"em Brethren. 

Queft: 2. B. P. 965. ] 4 Youth being 
fpeedily defign'd for the Univerfity, defires your 
Inftruétion bow from the first Entry he may be- 
have bimfelf fo as to preferve his Integrity and 
encreaf{e bis Learning ? 

Anl. 2.) Lect both the Young Man, and 
his Friends and Parents firft ask the Affift- 
ance of Heaven to preferve him from thofe 
Temptations he will be fure to meet with, 
as any where in the World, fo efpecially 
when from unaer the Eye of his Parents, 
and among thofe whofeAge enclines ’em fo 
ftrongly to Vice and Extravagance, tho’ 
the Difcipline fhould be the moft exact in 
the World. Nexc let a Tutor be chofen 
for him, if poffible, on the proper know- 
ledge of thofe who fend him thither, at leaft, 
not on the diftant recommendation, but 
perfonal acquaintance of fome other pru- 
dent perfon. Let him be fuch a one as is 
famous both for Piety, Prudence,Diligence, 
and Learning,neither of whichQualifications 
will be fufhcient without all the reft—Ler 
then fome Friend or Acquaintance be 
found out for’em in the Colledge, either 
by their Relations or Tutor, who is of a 
Pious Life, and Induftrious Inclinations, 
and proof againft all thefe allurements of 
Vice, which are now fo common all the 
World over, that by his Direction he may 
know whom to keep company with, and 
whom to avoid. Let him keep clofe to his 
Study, unlefs at permitted hours; conangly 
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mind the Publick and Private Leétures, 
which if he does, and takes care to dif 
charge his own Colledge-Exercife com- 
mendably and handfomly, he’ll {carce have 
much time for ill Company. Let him not 
affect to make or receive thofe frequent and 
chargeable Treats (fuch we mean as are 
unneceffary) which one Scholar fo ufually 
ives another, tho’ he’]! find he muft pay 
or’t himfelf when his own turn comes. As 
for the particular Method of his Learning, 
his Tutor, if fuch an one as propos’d, will 
inftruct him better in’t than we can do— 
only letchim take exaét care of his Tutors 
Lectures, confulring other Syitems as foon 
as well acquainted with his own, and 
keeping the Hall- Lectures and Difputations 
with Induitry and Attention. Befides, his 
Relations would do well to vific him now 
and then, not only enquiring exactly of his 
Tutor, as to his proficiency anc behaviour, 
but alfo from others that are of other Col- 
ledges, and getting him examined as to the 
encreafe he makes in thofe Azts which he 
pretends to ftudy-—-But for the fecond 
Queftion—What is the fitteft Colledge in 
both Univerfities, ec. That's too high, and 
would not be very modeft for us to anfwer. 
Qu. 3.Whether there be any difference in the 
Souls of men in refpeét of the Rational Faculty 
& Power thereof, when they come firft out of the 
hand of the Creator? My meaning ws, whether 
fouls are all equal in their firftCreation in refpect 
of all thofe Powers and Abilities which they até 
in their feveral Bodies; or elfe are fome of ’emof 
more noble and exalted Qualities others of an in- 
ferior kind,in regard if we allow the formers eve- 
ry days experience feems to argue firongly againft 
it, by that vaft difproportion that is clearly dif- 
covered,betwixt the yudgment under ft anding,&c. 
of [ome men and others of the latter be allowed, 
confidering the circumft ances of fome men, what 
ungovernable Bodies, weak, inferiour Souls are 
joyned to, it feems to refictt on the Goodnefs of 
God, either in re[pett of Creation, or elfe in re- 
/peét of the Union that he has made between two 
[uch unfit Companions,a weak Soul, and an bead- 
ftrong Body, that either bythe power of Inclina- 
tion, Refiftance, or Craft, betrays it, unavoid- 
ably into the commiffion of many Vices, &c. 
Anf.3. We differ in our Opinions about this nice Que- 
ry,but the Mayor partof us,believe an Inequality of Souls; 
when they firft come out of the hands of God, that 
they are Equal cannot be prov'd, from the old Argument; 
which fay, che diflerence of their Organs, as being more 
or lefs qualified for a reception, alters the appearance 
of the Souls Qualities ; for, if fuppofe Souls are unequal 
in their Nature, the Effeéts would alfo be unequal under 
unequal] Orgaas ; we fee no reafon for their Equality,but 
a great deal againft it, when we confider every diftin 
Claflis of Created Beings, which are neceflarily unequal 
for the Regulation of the Univerfe, where order is fetcht 
out of diforder. See we nor Beafts, Fowls, Fifhes, Birds, 
Plants, Minerals, ¢>c. unequal, may even amongft the 
Stars and Angels themfelves (which comes pretty near 
the Queftion) we find different degrees and orders. If 
we confider the Fallen Angels,we fhall meet with a Prince 
among{t them, Inequality feems to be abfolutely necefia- 
ry, and it’s impoflible it fhould be otherwife amongft Hu- 
mane Operations, which cannot form two things exaétly 
like in-every thing 5 not but that “tis poffible toGod, but 
we fee he has been pleafed not to do it in any other 
Created Beings, and to believe he fhould only do it in 
Souls, when we have no demonftration at all of it, ap- 
pears to us very unreafonablic. 
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Rumb. 30. 


Romarks upon the laf Sheet Publifb’d by the Anabaptitts. 


S our laft Sheet went into the Pref, 

there came to our hands another Piece 
called Confidence Corrected, &c. Tis a ma- 
gifterious Title, and calls for our humble 
thoughts ; therefore fince we have told the 
World we would in thefe twelve Num- 
bers give an Anf{wer to all the Anabaprifts 
have written, we fhall take notice of what 
it contains, but upon examination we find 
nothing material in it, but what we have 
already anfwered, oniy fome New Expofi- 
tions, and afew Carches, like drowning 
men, at whatever they think may befpatter 
and render us odious ; amongft the re{t,we'll 
only examine thefe Expofitions that feem 
to anfwer any of thofe three Points we have 
before laid down, to which (we hope) we 
have juftly reduced all this tedious long 
Diipute betwixt us, which may continue 
to Erernity, if we follow ‘ein vin the long 
Chafe of impertinenc Circumitances that 
have fo little relation to the matter in 
hand. 

As weremember, (fo we may be par- 
don’d for cautologizing, fince our Papers 
are at the Prefs) the Heads are chete, which 
if ye anfwer, the Caufe is your own. 

1. Since Children by God's immediate 
Appointment and exprefs Command were 
reckoned and included with their Parents 
as proper Subjects for Incovenanting, where 
are they by God’s immediate Appcintment 
and exprefs Command excluded again ? 

2. Dilprove our Teltimoneis either of 
the Jews or Primitive Fathers. 

3. Or bring Dne credible Inftance where 
Infant-Baptifin is mentioned as inorthodox, 
before many credible Initances that we have 
and can yet farther thew, where "tis men- 
tioned as orthodox inthe firft Ages of the 
Church. 

We defire the Reader to pardon our 
ftating thefe Heads again,fince we have done 
it (our Papers being abfent) not only to 
examine by them what this laft Book of the 
Anabaprifts may urge again{t any of them, 
but alfo to take off anocher Objection that 
they have ftarted againft us, as rhat our 
Pofitions are darkly delivered, efpecially 
upon the firft Head, which every Difpu- 
tant ought to avoid, fince fuch things ftart 
new Argument, and are only proper for 
bad Cautes, and fuch as would lofe the 
Argument firft ftated. 

The fecond Head is firft engaged, but 
ftands firm, fince confirm’d by what we 
have brought, as well as by your own In- 
ftance of the Rabbi’s difputing about the 
Legality of Circumcifing Profelyctes with 
out baptizing them, which could not be 
without fuch a practice; and fince other 
Nations that had their Cuftoms from the 
Jews, have the fame practice. See Dr. Lighr- 
foot’s ColleGtions upon this Point, and they 
will fully fatisfie you. 


The next that comes near any of cur 
three Heads, is your Expofition upon 4és 
2. 39--The Promife is to you and your Children. 
Here you bring feveral Texts wherein Chil- 
dren is taken in another fenie, befides 
Little ones ; but this does not therefore ex- 
clude Little ones, {ince it is as commonly ta- 
ken in this fenfe too; and which is yet 
more, fince St. ‘ erer by that Text refers to 
Abrabam and his Seed, and mentions chat 
Covenant wherein Little ones were in- 
cluded ; which we hope proves no exclufion 
of Intants, bute the contrary. 

A little afcer {peaking of Childrens being 
in Covenant, you fay, if you grant, chat they 
are in Covenant, Holy. cc. (page 35.) yet 
you deny that they ought to be baptized— 
An/w. The moft reafonable perfons amongtt 
you always granted this upon that tuppofi- 
tion, but we want not your fuffrage; for 
St. “eterin As 2. makes the Covenant a 
Ground and Ticle for Baptifm. . 

P. 35. You fay, you value not the uni- 
verfal Confent of Churches, nor Antiquity 
for Infant-Baptifm. Ax/» Then you are 
paft difpute ; for who are the moft proper 
Judges of the unexprefs’d Subjects of a Ge- 
neral Commiflion, ( Ge difciple all Nations) 
than the immediate Succeflors of the A- 
poftles, unleis you believe the Apoitles 
practices were not known by thole very 
perfons which they fet over the Churches, 
and that the Succeflors of thefe flepr all the 
time their Predeceflors raught them and 
their Contemporaries; certainly if fuch 
perfons Teftimonies are not co be valued, 
efpecially when we fee ’em brought to the 
Stake for their Mafters Truth, then every 
thing is to be quettion’d, even the Bible it 
felf, which by their Tradition we are af- 
fur’d to be the Word of God. Nothing but 
an Anabaprift could queftion their Know- 
Jedge and Truth, or deny that to be the 
fenfe of our Saviours words, which himfelf 
never contradicted, nor his Apoftles after 
him, but what was made frequent mention 
of in the Writings of {uch as convers’d with 
the Antient Presbycers that were contem- 
porary with the Apoftles chemfelves. 

What you urge about Antiquity as to 
the true Marks of it, is obfcure, fince you 
have not given us your true Marks of it; 
and as for your faying, from the beginning it 
was not fo, it lies upon you to prove when it 
it began; we have given you Authority 
that ic was praétis’d before our Saviour, as 
alfo in the time of thofe that convers'd with 
the Contemporaries of the latter Days of 
the Apoftles. 

Ye fay, p. 39- that Childrens Faith is nor 
to be prov'd from that Text, Little ones 
which believe in me,&c. we'll examine this 
by and by, when we confider your Poft- 
{cript, particularly that of Childrens behold- 


- 


xs 


ing God's Face in Heaven, andthe Inference 
from it. 4n Ordinance once re ealed, &c. 
p. 41. See it ftated to your better fatisfaction 
in the firft of our three Heads; and we ex- 
a full Anfwer to it, or elfe chat you 

oid your Tongues, and not perfecure 
every bodies Ear with Abufes, Non-fenfe, 


- 


and impertinent Inferences, as of a Man 
bringing a Chizzel to cut out a Doublet,ec. 
What you there offer is nothing near ir; 
Mr. C—underftood what we meant, and 
bid faireft for an Anfwer, to which we 
have rejoyn’d, ard if you can help him 
out, do. 


And now to your Unchrifticn, Scandalous Poftfcripr. 


ERE we are treated very meanly ; the 
occafion is, becaufe we asked you for 
an Inftance of temale-Baptifm ; could you 
not have given it in mild and plain terms, 
and then you had done all that could be ex- 
pected, but inftead cf that, you leapat the 
poor Queftion, like a Catt at a Moute, and 
having faften’d upon it, you grumble, play, 
and tantalize the poor thing, till you are 
weary with its difgrace,and then out of pity 
end its expectation, bringing a purring Syl- 
logifm to prove it lawful: Generoufly 
done! but you did not confider, that whe- 
ther there was, or was not any fuch Inftance, 
it made our Cafe of Infant-Baptifm neither 
better nor worfe, which fhews your Quar- 
rel lies at whatever you can catch; tho’ af- 
ter all, we have to tell you there are three 
or four more fuch Queitions, if you could 
have feen’em, which we ask’d on purpole, 
not that we want to be fatisfied in ’em our 
felves. 

The next Quotation which we are fo fe- 
verely check’d for, is a paflage which we 
think fit to cite again, to fhew the World 
how much malice and ignorance appears in 
their Comments upon us; the words are 
thefe ; If God be pleafed to irradiate upon the 
Souls of Children,in Heaven; and they do be- 
hold the face of God (as our Saviour fays} then 
it follows that they have Faithin Heaven; and 
why not on Earth? To bebold the face of God 
is an att of Faith, Heb, 11.17. Let the Rea- 
der take notice, that we are here fuppofing, 
that if Faich were abfolutely prerequifite to 
Baptifm, Children have it, from our Savi- 
our’s words; Thefe little ones which Welieve 
in me: And that our Saviour’s words ma 
as well be expounded of Infants as of eh 
who are meek and humble as Infants, we 
have brought fome unqueftionable Inftan- 
ces in our firft Paper ( where thefe words 
are cited) of Infants who have had ftrange 
Effects of AGtual Faith, even before they 
had the proper ufe of their Reafon, from 
whence we {poke as above, and meant no 
more by it chan this, that if God who us in 
Heaven was pleafed to irradiate and fhine upon 
the.Souls of Children (who are upon Earth, 
for we don’t plead for the baptizing thofe 
Children chat are in Heaven, that’s not our 
defign) and that chefe Children by a reflex 
of this irradiation do fee God, or behold 
Jefus Chrift, who is the Objeét of their 
Faith in ®eaven, why mayn’t their Faith 
ferve for an Ordinance on Earth, as Bap- 
tifm,@c? That we mean Children upon 
Earth is plain alfo from the Text cited,Heb. 
11.17. where St. Paul {peaks of a Subject 
upon Earth, and not of a Subject of the 


Beatifick Vifion: But why fo malicious and 
{fpiteful an inverfion of the Order of our 
words ? Why not on Earth? To therefore on 
Earth, and from thence to fix non-fenfica! 
Syllogifms, and irrational Confequences up- 
on us ; buc to teach thefe perfons a Jitrle 
Juftice and Reafon, we'll thew ’em how 
they might make our fenfe into a Syllogifm 
agreeable to it, by changing the Why into a 
very fair prefumption. , 

Tis highly reafonable that if Children 
are capable by Faith to apprehend God, or 
Chrift Jefus in Heaven, which is a great 
matter, they may apprehend Baptifm upon 
Earth, which is a leffer matter. 

But Children are capable by Faith to ap- 
prehend,@c. Ergo, &c. 

The Third thing you ridicule in your 
Poftfcript is our Query, Hom the Faith of 
the Parent can put the Child further off from 
God, and how Children can lofe by Chrifts 
coming, &c. We think there's bur litle 
Abturdity in it, for if Children had tbe 
Happinefs of being in the Covenant with 
their Parents under the Law, it mutt be 
an Unhappinefs if they are excluded out 
of the Covenant. from their Parents under 
the Gofpel; if fo, Children have loft by 
Chrifts coming; which we don’t meet 
with any where under the Gofpel, and if 
you do, itlyesupon you to prove it, and 
then we'll yield our Inference an Abfurdity, 
See the firft head of our propofals to you, 
as above. 

The laft Scurrilous reflection gives to 
Pedo-Baptifts the Character of the faculty 
of fawning upon one another, only becaufe we 
inferted a Poftfcript which mentions Mr. 
Eliot ; tho’ at the fame time we told the 
World it was fent to usfrom an unknown 
hand. The Miferable ftuff that follows it 
has our Pitty; efpecially when we find fuch 
an humble fubmiffive Perfon in the clofe, 
that for all his humility can prefix fuch an 
Arrogant Magifterial Title to his Book. 

There are feven Arguments Subjoyn’d 
to the Treatife, fix of them are an{wered 
by us already, the 7th runs thus ; 

Arg. 7- That which is Subftantially and 
Severely forbidden by the Word of God is not 
of Divine Autrority: Bat Baptizing Infants 
in the Name of the Lord ws Subjtantially and 
Severely forbidden by the Word of God: Ergo, 
Inf ant-Baptif{m is not of Divine Anthority. 

Anfw. This Syllogifm is out of form,yet 
prove the AZinor and we'll for ever give up 
the Caufe. And remember that you o- 
blig’d your felf to do it,or elfe to Submit. 

Till chen, 

Farewel. 
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